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Introduction 


This e-book assembles the first 24 posts that | published on my Library in Popular 
Culture blog which | created on July 26, 2020, specifically those from July 27, 2020 to 
August 20, 2020. In my first blogpost, | introduced myself and said that | decided to start 
reviewing “depictions of libraries and archives on popular culture” in 2019, noting that | 
hadn't published any reviews in professional publications. | then defined archives, how 
libraries are much broader, and noted that most of my posts would “focus on animation 
and anime,” arguing that it has been “neglected by those reviewing depictions of 
libraries (and librarians) in popular culture within the field itself.” | also admitted that the 
blog isn't comprehensive but tries to “point out librarian stereotypes, trends, and 
patterns from these depictions,” with resources that list what | am reviewing and existing 
literature on the topic. | would have published this book on Smashwords like my other e- 
books, but since they don't allow copyrighted images, | decided to put it here instead. All 
images are used for critical purposes of noting genealogy themes in popular culture, 
which falls under the fair use exception. As Rich Stim writes, if someone is “commenting 
upon or critiquing a copyrighted work—for instance, writing a book review—fair use 
principles allow you to reproduce some of the work to achieve your purposes.” With 


that, | hope you enjoy this e-book! As always, comments are welcome. 


- Burkely 
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Estevez's ‘The Public’ is a compelling drama for librarians 
and library lovers alike 


\Gs 





Nr 


Courtesy of a review on Medium by Oleg Kagan of the film 


In the late afternoon of April 14, 2019, | went to the Charles Theatre in downtown 
Baltimore after going to a retirement party for an old friend and saw The Public, an 
independent film written and directed by Emilio Estevez, son of Martin Sheen and 
brother of Charlie Sheen. | came in very skeptical, as | had heard murmurs on Twitter 
from fellow librarians that the film was overly-hyped and not as good as reviews made it 
out to be, perhaps in line with those who said the film could have benefited from 
refinement. The same was reflected in Anthony Lane's mixed review of the film in The 
New Yorker, saying he cannot fault the film’s motives because “library services in the 
United States are under strain and threat, and homelessness is a scar upon the body 
politic,” but further says that “collectors of awkward white-savior scenes can add this 


one [film] to their stash.” | later learned that Estevez argued that his film would “remind 
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people just how vital and important libraries are,” inspired by an article in LA Times by a 
retired librarian of Salt Lake City, Chip Ward, in 2007, arguing that “libraries have 
become de facto homeless shelters and how librarians have become de facto social 
workers and first responders,” leading him to dig into the library world and think of a 
possible story. In his view, he hopes the movie shows that libraries are not antiquated 
institutions, with librarians as “the first Google,” highlighting forgotten people in society 
(the homeless) and how far they will go to “demand human dignity.” With this, I’m not 
surprised to learn that libraries in Charleston and elsewhere, held showings of the film. 
After watching the full movie, | was surprised what an effective drama it was, and 
perhaps one of the best portrayals of public libraries (and libraries) in general on the 
silver screen in years. Perhaps this is no surprise because this film has a “knockout casi 
of Hollywood talent.” The plot of this film, set in Cincinnati, is simple. There are frigid 
temperatures every night and homeless patrons go into the main branch of the 
Cincinnati Public Library in order to use Its services and stay warm. Estevez plays a 
librarian, as does Jena Malone, while Jacob Vargas plays the library’s head of security, 
and Alec Baldwin plays an ineffective crisis negotiator. Additionally, Christian Slater 
plays a local district attorney, Taylor Schilling plays a manager of the apartment where 
Estevez’s character lives, Jeffrey Wright plays the head librarian, Richard T. Jones 
plays the chief of police, and Gabrielle Union plays a local reporter. Among the 
homeless patrons, there are actors Michael K. Williams, Bryant Bentley, Ki Hong Lee, 
and Michael Douglas Hall most prominently. While this panoply of character leads to a 
few side-stories, they soon merge into one single plotline near the film’s beginning. It is 


then that the conflict that will last the rest of the film begins with male homeless patrons 
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(some with mental illnesses) making their move: they engage in a sit-in and occupy the 
third floor of the library as an emergency homeless shelter, with Estevez and Malone 
barricaded inside with them. 

Throughout the course of the film, the importance of the library is made clear to 
the audience. The “heroes” like Jeffrey Wright’s character, defend the importance of the 
library against the “villains,” like those characters portrayed by Alec Baldwin and 
Christian Slater, giving speeches to that effect, literally. At the same time, Gabrielle 
Union plays a reporter who likes to whoop up stories for her own benefit, having a 
selfish agenda just like Slater (who is running for mayor), Slater's opponent (a 
preacher), and Baldwin (who Is looking for his son). So, the media is not displayed as a 
bastion of democracy. Instead, the public library, which is effectively a character of its 
own, takes on that role, showing its continued importance. 

The film, which took 12 years to get funding together for it, also does a good job 
dispelling common misconceptions and stereotypes about librarians. Many Hollywood 
films have perpetrated the latter, including the small-town librarian with spring fever in 
Forbidden (1932) or the spinster librarian in the alternative reality, wnere George Bailey 
doesnt exist, in /t’s a Wonderful Life (1946) to give two examples | can think of off the 
top of my head. For example, when Taylor Schilling talks to Estevez, she says that 
librarians must have a lot of time to read books (you don’t) and that librarians do “weird 
things,” which Estevez shrugs off. Schilling even hilariously declares that no one goes to 
public libraries anymore, which Estevez easily counters, debunking a common myth 


about libraries. For his character, he notes that his addiction was ended when he began 
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reading books and explains the importance of being a librarian, while he is shown as a 
repairer of books which were defaced by bigoted individuals. 

In a large part, this movie treats librarians as people who are helping those in 
their communities, which is clearly one of the most accurate representations to date. 
Librarians are clearly the “heroes” of this film and that is positive, which other films do 
not portray, with the focus on a male librarian rather than a female librarian as common 
on the silver screen. The only partial equivalent is Eric Bana who plays a Chicago 
reference librarian in The Time Traveler's Wife (2009), but eventually abandons his job 
for love with an artist, played by Rachel McAdams. 

Even so, this film has its shortcomings. Apart from the fact that the movie was 
not “entirely accurate” in how homelessness was portrayed as one homeless advocate 
in the Cincinnati area argued, in part because institutions in the area strive to have beds 
open for the homeless and because more of the homeless population is female than 
those portrayed in the film (mostly male). While you could say there are some “white 
savior’ elements in the film, as Lane said in his New Yorker article, which | noted at the 
beginning of this review, more than that, this film plays into classic Hollywood 
archetypes: good vs. evil or heroes vs. villains, and a love story (between Estevez and 
schilling), the latter which seems unnecessary to the plotline. Also, | think it is a bit 
unfortunate that the media is portrayed so negatively in this film, but perhaps that was 
supposed to represent “fake news” and changing media perceptions since November 
2016. Furthermore, while | think that the case of a patron suing the library and the City 
of Cincinnati for ejection from the library itself has some validity, this seemed a bit 


overstated. Even so, there is clearly a debate in the library (and allied) community and 
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scholarship about library rules (like the one involving body odor) to the homeless, since 
some are applied only to the homeless and not evenly to other patrons. Slater's 
character even brings this up to Estevez in a meeting about the lawsuit (which is later 
settled) where he is effectively asked to resign. 

In the end, despite its problems, ‘The Public’ is a compelling drama | 
recommend, which should be watched by librarians or library-lovers, in order to continue 
the discussion, not only on homelessness and mental illness but on the importance of 


libraries themselves. 


NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular Culture 
blog on July 27, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally posted on 
my History Hermann blog and reposted on my Libraries in Popular Culture blog. ! 
wrote this back in April [2019] for Book Riot but since they never sent me 
anything back when | published this, | thought | might post this here. | know some 
have been critical of how the librarians were all white and racial (and gender) 
dynamics in the film, but | didn't find any reviews, at the time, that talked about 
that, and newer ones that talk about his focus on libraries as a central part of the 
film, say the film has a "subpar screenplay," is “self-righteous,” or is "sincere" 


with a "political heart." 


Page 8 


The Brain Spawn and the importance of the public library 





A eh 


Location: New New York Public Library, New New York 


This library on the right, from Futurama, obviously modeled after NYPL, has a funny scene (pictured here) where the 
librarian is so "dumb" because of the Brain Spawn they can't shelve books correctly. 


This chapter focuses on the library in Futurama, in an attempt to highlight a 
common portrayal of the library field in popular culture. It derives from an August 11, 
2019 short thread | had, on Twitter about fictional libraries. ' 

The Futurama episode first aired on February 18, 2001. Subsequent reviews by 


IGN, AV Club, and on IMDB did not even mention the library as a part of the episode! 


"| specifically referenced the Futurama episode "The Day the Earth Stood Stupid," the library in a Soviet 
sci-fi film (Solaris), scattered references in The Simpsons, episodes in the 1990s Carmen Sandiego show 
(Where on Earth Is Carmen Sandiego?) when she steals books from the library of Congress, a passing 
reference in "Becoming Carmen Sandiego" (Part 2) (the second episode of the new Carmen Sandiego 
show), the library in the last episode of Season 2 of She-Ra and the Princesses of Power, the Steven 
Universe episode "Buddy's Book," which few people mentioned. 
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The episode begins with Nibbler explaining to Leela that the evil plan of the Brain 
Spawn, who "hate all consciousness," traveling from world to world, trying to wipe out 
"all thought in the universe." This makes them like "flying televisions" as Leela puts tt. 
With the Earth plagued by Brain Spawn, the Nibbleonian fleet arrives at Earth's 
perimeter, calling it the "moron zone," with Fry the only one who can resist it. He 
realizes the giant brain is just a "giant nerd," meaning it is hiding out in the library, so he 
and Leela run into the New New York Public Library, modeled after the NYPL. As they 
run into the big brain, there is a funny scene where the librarian is made "dumb" enough 
that she cannot put books correctly on the bookshelf! They pass, a number of 
doorways, most of which are funny ("reference books," "books on tapeworm,” "Stephen 
King: A-Aardvark") and find the giant brain in the "Ancient Literature" section, which is 
just classic Western literature. The brain remarks that humans had doomed themselves 
by arranging knowledge by category, making it "easier to absorb" and declares that the 
Dewey Decimal system played right into their hands, laughing maniacally. 

After this, Fry fights against the giant brain declaring that a "little knowledge is a 
dangerous thing," throwing a book at it. After this doesn't work, he fumbles through 
books in the room to make him think, but the brain traps them in various stories, like 
Moby Dick, Tom Sawyer, and then Pride & Prejudice. While it seems it is all lost, it turns 
out that Fry has trapped the brain in Fry's world of "crummy plot holes and spelling 
errors." The brain is defeated. Then Fry turns to the camera and utters his wonderful 
punchline: "I did it. And it's all thanks to the books at my local library!" something that 


public libraries could adapt and use for their own promotional purposes if they want to! 
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NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on July 28, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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Shushing, Buddy Buddwick, and cool librarians in Steven Universe 





Location: Buddy Buddwick Public Library, Beach City 


This fictional library from Steven Universe is relatively positive and accurate to reality but employs the "shush" 
librarian stereotype, sadly. 


This post will focus on the Buddy Buddwick Public Library that Steven and 
Connie visit in "Buddy's Book," one of my favorite Steven Universe episodes. While the 
episode starts with a typical stereotype of librarians, as the librarian at the information 
desk shushes Steven after he shouts "books!" and again when they are a bit noisy, this 
episode showcases the importance of libraries. Very few have noticed this, as the word 
library was not mentioned in the episode review by Zach Blumenfeld of Paste 
Magazine, and only had a passing reference in KK Bracken & Laura B's review on 
Geekiery or MC Toon Reviews. |n contrast, Vrai Kaiser of The Mary Sue mentions that 
the episode is "earnest in its intent to promote the excellence of libraries." 

Kaiser is right, but he underplays the importance of libraries in the episode itself. 
Enjoying his ride between the library's shelves, fascinated by the books themselves, on 


an ottoman, Steven finds the original diary of Buddy Buddwick. Buddy was the first mate 
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on the ship that founded Beach City misfiled beneath a shelf. Excitedly, he brings it to 
Connie who pushes aside her class materials, which she had collected to get ahead in 
the 7th grade, with one sweep, as they intently read the book. From there, the episode 
follows the riveting story of Buddy, his adventures across the world to various Gem 
locations, and has Rose suggesting to him that he become an author. And write he 
does! He becomes so prolific that his books fill a library, which is why the public library 
exists today, causing Steven and Connie to realize how he left a mark on Beach City. 
They also laugh off how they had pictured him compared to how he looked in reality. 
The episode itself is wholly satisfying, not only in the fact it shows the importance 
of libraries, specifically public libraries, as places of knowledge but that it promotes 
reading as vital to becoming a better person. While I'm not a fan of the librarian 
stereotype employed in the episode, with the unnamed female librarian shushing them, 
she is reading a presumed science fiction book, so that's kinda cool, to say the least. 
Additionally, Buddy's journal comes up in a later episode, "Steven's Dream," where 
steven borrows it from Connie and uses it to find out more about his past, traveling to 
Korea with his dad. At that point, the book has been added into the library system, per 
Connie's line, telling him, after allowing him to borrow the book, "Okay, just be careful. | 


gotta return it to the library in a week." That's a nice continuity! 


NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on July 29, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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Libraries in the world of Carmen Sandiego 





Carmen studies at a library on V.I.L.E. island (somewhere in the Canary Islands) 


This post will focus on libraries in the world of Carmen Sandiego, continuing my 
examination of libraries in popular culture to increase understanding. 

There is a depiction of libraries in the two animated Carmen Sandiego shows. In 
the first one, there is a plot point in one of the last episodes of Where on Earth is 
Carmen Sandiego? that Carmen steals books with the letter A from the Library of 
Congress, although they never actually show the library. In fact, from what | can 
remember, in none of the episodes of the show are archives or libraries ever shown, 
while museums or other historic sites are shown instead. When re-watching the new 
show, Carmen Sandiego, | noticed that one of the backgrounds where Carmen (who 
then had the code name of Black Sheep), was studying in a library during her gap year 
in the VILE crime school. Like the older show, the characters never visit a library or 
archives, although they visit quite a few museums and other cultural heritage 
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institutions. However, the library appears in the first two episodes of season 1, as 
Carmen and her friends are studying at the library and trying to decide their code names 
in the crime school on VILE Island. | didn't catch that originally, but | did later when 
rewatching it. 

| can't say anything more because the mentions are brief, but they are enough to 


warrant a post, | guess you could say. Until the next chapter. 


NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on July 31, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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Love in the library? Truman Burbank and Kumar Patel think so 





On the left is part of the 2-minute library scene in Harold & Kumar Escape from Guantanamo Bay. On the right is 
about 3-minute library scene from The Truman Show 


I've written on here before about libraries, reviewing Emilio Estevez's The Public 
and themes of records in 1990s Hollywood films. Now, I'd like to highlight two library 
settings in Hollywood movies | recently watched, The Truman Show (1998) and Harold 
& Kumar Escape from Guantanamo Bay (2008), where there Is love in the library. It is 
very different than any of the previous examples | described, which is why | think it's 
worth mentioning! 

After writing my last post, | thought back and | remembered the library scene in 
The Truman Show, so | recently re-watched it and was pleased. The scene in this film 
only gets a short mention in Martin Raish's bibliography of movies about librarians, who 
describes it simply as having a scene where "Truman and the lovely dark haired young 
woman meet in the campus library." He adds that this was "filmed in the Fort Walton 
Beach Campus Library, a facility shared by the Okaloosa-Walton College and The 
University of West Florida" adding that a real librarian served as a consultant and as an 
extra, portraying the librarian, but "her scene was cut from the final version of the film." 


But there is much more than this. In the film itself, this library setting is a key part of 
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Truman's life. While he is studying for finals, he sees Sylvia, who had been taken away 
from him, so they could set him up with Meryl, recognizing her bracelet. They only 
spend a brief time in the library, but they don't employ any stereotypes here, which is 
promising to say the least. 

From there, they run away to the beach, kiss, and "they" find Sylvia and take her 
away, with the "father" saying they are going to Fiji. So, he keeps the memory, keeping 
her sweater, although he doesn't realize yet that his whole life is staged, and continues 
to have a sense of adventure. So, this isn't exactly "love in the library" but it still is a 
relatively positive scene of libraries, having all the signs and notices that a usual library 
would have! 

There's one more movie that also has a scene in a library: Harold & Kumar 
Escape Guantanamo Bay. It's right after two friends (Harold Lee and Kumar Patel) have 
escaped Guantanamo Bay after being detained wrongly, leaving a strange naked party 
in Florida hosted by one of their friends, and are driving to Texas. Kumar has a 
flashback to how he met his ex-girlfriend, Vanessa, curiously in a library! The scene 
begins with him, a college student, shushing those around him (saying "will you be 
quiet? This is a library!"), clearly trying to study and stressed. Just as he moves to 
another carrel, he hears Vanessa yell an obscenity and while this disturbs him, he helps 
her with the calculus final. She is impressed, almost immediately with his intelligence 
(finding it "sexy") and skills. 

Then, as he is still stressed, she takes him to the library stacks and smokes a 
joint. He is shocked, saying this is something that shouldn't be done in the library 


(probably not) and that they will get in trouble. She doesn't care and does so anyway. 
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After turning down the offer initially, he eventually accepts and gets high. They then 
make out in the stacks, while Harold, his geeky friend, watches them. From there, their 


relations improve and get better. 


NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 1, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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Madame Razz, Broom, Kowl, and the glowing book 





Broom, Kowl, and Madame Razz ask the librarian (the ragged, old man on the right) where the "inner library" is in an 
episode of She-Ra: Princess of Power. /t took me a while to find this episode again, but I'm so glad | found it again 


In a completely different direction than my last post, I'd like to talk about the 
fictional library in season 1, episode 20 ("Three Courageous Hearts") of the 1980s 
animated show, She-Ra: Princess of Power. They go to a library in the "valley of the 
lost" to get a magical glowing book which has the spell to free She-Ra, their companion 
in the "Great Rebellion" after Shadow Weaver, who had disguised herself as a young 
female competitor, had made everyone go to sleep with a spell at Mystacor's "Annual 
Trickster Competition." The library is the main part of the episode's plot, making this 
unique from other fictional libraries. 

While Kowl is unsure about it, saying they are too weak, "too dangerous and too 
far," they continue onward on a perilous journey, while She-Ra is trapped in another 


dimension (the sixth dimension), a place "beyond time and space." They continue on 
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their wild adventures, on the way to the library, down a snowy mountain, They go in the 
nondescript grey building, a library, with Kowl, Broom, and Madame Razz, who is 
leading them, looking through the stacks for the glowing book. A librarian, with long 
white hair, a clear stereotype of an elderly librarian or even an archivist like Madame Nu 
in the Star Wars series (whether in the animation or film), asks Madame Razz if she Is 
looking in the right place, saying she will only find a glowing book if she searches in the 
"inner library." While they are excited to go in there, he warns them, saying that no one 
has gone in there are thousands of years and books are in unrecognized languages. 
They still go in regardless, as they are dedicated to their friends. The librarian wishes 
them "good luck in finding your book." 

They get in the "inner library" and it is a mess, books stacked everywhere, no 
order whatsoever. It's almost like a bad caricature of a library or an archives (probably 
more the latter), reminding me of those 1990s films which warned of the danger of 
record tampering, erasure, and corruption. Looking at the disorder, they look with a 
degree of shock, not Knowing what to do. In the meantime, She-Ra gets through the 
dimension she is stuck in (the "third level"), with her captor saying she is the "best he 
has ever seen." When we return to the library, our heroes are reading books, trying to 
find the glowing one, looking very distressed. Broom begins dusting on the floor and 
suddenly the glowing book is revealed! She gets the "nameless glowing book" in her 


hand with glee. 
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She then uses a spell in the book to bring them to She-Ra and they succeed. 





She is so glad to see the, saying they risked their lives to save her. Kowl is grateful 
saying it's just like how she has rescued them many times. They escape the hole in the 
ground and come out, with the Horde soldiers running away, scared of her. Madame 
Razz then awakens Angela, Bow, and Castaspella in Mystacor. In the closing of the 
episode, Castaspella awards Broom, Kowl, and Madame Razz with awards for saving 
she-Ra and "all of the Mystacor." They have a good laugh, then there's the weird talking 
squirrel, "Lucky," saying that people showing courage is the "lesson" from the episode. 
NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 2, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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The power of libraries and card catalogs: Revolutionary Girl 


Utena shines through 


Recently, | was watching a Japanese anime, Revolutionary Girl Utena, which 
aired in 1997, | stumbled upon scenes showcasing libraries, reference, and much more, 


time and time again. This is a series that can be watched on YouTube, with subtitles, or 





dubbed, whichever you prefer while having over 973 fan fiction works on Archive of Our 
Own. There was much more than other series, or even Hollywood films like The Public, 
The Truman Show, Harold and Kumar Escape from Guantanamo Bay, Wallace & 
Gromit: The Curse of the Wear-Rabbit, the latter that had a brief library scene. It's 
actually extraordinary as I've never seen an animated series feature libraries as many 
times like this one! 

In the show's fourth episode ("Ihe Sunlit Garden - Prelude"), part of the Student 
Council Saga, there is a short scene in a library that is clearly very scholarly. This isn't a 
Surprise as all of the characters are students of Ohtori Academy, set somewhere in 
Japan. In this scene, Juri Arisugawa, the fencing team captain at the academy meets 


Miki Kaoru (the person with the blue hair), secretary of the Student Council. 
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Miki is correcting a test for , the Rose Bride, and is studying in the library, 


clearly dedicated to his studies. The whole scene is not even a minute long, but it 
portrays the library as a serious place when you do serious work, with the lighting on the 
table reminding me a bit of the Library of Congress. It's very different from the library 
; or in that 2008 Harold & Kumar movie 
and The Truman Show. It also reminds me of a brief scene in a church library in the 
(2005) film, which ends up being a 
key part of the story. 
This brings me to " | | | , the 14th episode of the show, 


and part of the Black Rose Saga. In this scene, , the head of the Mikage 


Page 24 


Seminar at the academy, who wants to gain power for himself, is using what looks like a 


microfilm machine to examine a newspaper: 





He is greeted by two men in business tricks saying his "paper" did the trick as it 


allowed for their research office to be chosen for a consulting office. He almost laughs 


them off, continuing to look at the paper. 
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After these men try to give him a gift, he brushes it off, and they soon walk away, 
calling him a genius. He sure looks like one with all his books on the shelves and 
materials on the desk! It's almost the stereotypical portrayal of academia, as aloof and 
dedicated to their work. This is reinforced by the fact that after this he continues to look 
at the scanner like little has happened: 

y | , 
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Later on in the episode, | thought it was a little comedic when Miki tells Utena 
(the girl with pink hair), the series protagonist, with Anthy standing beside her, about the 
research building right after he has come back from the reference area, which is a lie, 
as he was actually talking to Mikage about how he wasn't "good enough" to be part of 
his seminar. He almost acted with a shock that Utena didn't know about this, almost like 


a person telling something they just learned for the first time: 
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I'd also like to point out there was one scene in this episode that seemed to be an 
homage to a scene in that episode of She-Ra and the Princesses of Power that focuses 
on the magical library, wnere Utena and Anthy were sitting on a couch, with Akio on the 


other couch, but maybe this was just a coincidence. Regardless, none of these libraries 


are like the hilarious sewer library from Futurama! 
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Jumping to episode 18 of the show, "Mitsuru's Growing Pains," in the Black Rose 


saga, the academic library is featured again. In the library, Mitsuru, who is looking 





through books, asks Utena and Anthy what it means to be grown up. Anthy says that 
she and Utena have done "some adult things" which is undefined, although there may 


be some romantic connotations there. 
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After this, he ends up going to the Black Rose Seminar and tries to fight Utena, 
almost in a trance. Like with all her duels, apart from when she battled Touga, she wins, 
and the Black Rose is destroyed. The episode goes on, the mentions of libraries and 
archive-like environments are not over. 

This theme is followed in another episode, part of the Black Rose saga, episode 
21 (also Known as "Troublesome Insects"). During the episode, one of Nanami's 
followers, Keiko misses a party. Instead, she goes to a presumed library, or perhaps an 


archives, to get student council records that Nanami didn't want to do. 
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Of course, this makes her jealous and able to be manipulated by the easy Black 
Rose Seminar, who deviously use him for their own means. In some ways, his action, 
which is ultimately unsuccessful since Utena is one of the best swordfighters in the 
show, makes no sense. If she really wanted to get back at someone, why would Utena 
be a target? It was Nanami who, in her typical fashion, was an utter jerk to him, yet he 
attacks Utena, who has the supposed power to "revolutionize the world." The sword is 
literally taken out of Anthy's breast, one of the obvious lesbian themes of this anime, 
with the series seeming very queer, getting more so in the Akio Ohtori Saga where 
Anthy loses her clothes and redresses in the elevator leading up to the dueling arena 
using magic, changing Utena's clothes.* But her actions obviously don't make sense 


because she Is brainwashed as she is under the control of the Black Rose. 


2 As Bobduh writes on Wrong Every Time, not only is this a good show but it is a "a grand stage for some 
grounded revelations...nothing if not theatrical" with the tricks of stagecraft and theater defining the goals 
of Utena, her world, and those "trapped within that egg's shell." There's much more in their post, but I'll let 
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Then there's episode 22, also Known as "Nemuro Memorial Hall." This involves 
the most involvement with card catalogs which has been seen in the series up to this 
point. The three members of the Student Council (Nanami, Juri, and Miki) go to the 
same place as Keiko, examining the card catalogs. They want to learn more about this 


secretive Black Rose Seminar and pull papers on the topic. 





it stand on its own rather than trying to summarize their detailed analysis here. I'd also like to highlight 
how the show "follows a cute tomboy who decides that she doesn’t want to be a princess" as she "wants 
to be a prince instead so she can protect everyone" as argued by [he Outerhaven, or the description by 
Otaku Dome, that the show "went on to become not only one of the most important anime in the yuri 
genre," a 1997 shojo, yuri anime series, following a different direction than the manga, which argues that 
this series, which has "themes focused on sexual orientation, LGBT, personal identity, and other mature 
themes that was somewhat unheard of at the time, especially for anime," and stated that the show will 
"have you smiling with joy upon your first watch" with "mature themes, characters, and writing" making 
this a "timeless classic." Apart from these analyses, others have noied that the anime has "beautiful 
character design...was directed by Sailor Moon director Kunihiko Ikuhara," going through all the sagas of 
the show: Student Council Saga (episodes 1-13), Black Rose Saga (episodes 14-23), Akio Ohtori Saga 
(episodes 24-33), and Apocalypse Saga (episodes 34-39), or have called it a fairy-tale inspired by 
European roots. Additionally, the fairytale, is, as some have argued, often "overlooked than its 
contemporaries — Sailor Moon, Evangelion, Cowboy Bebop, and so on," with those adding that it is 
"equally important to those juggernauts of anime...nothing less than a work of art both visually and 
narratively...and packs a jaw-dropping wallop of a feminist allegory," other highlighting how the show is 
about power and control, especially in Akio Ohtori Saga. There have also been sites that highlight 
"tropes" in this anime, like IV Tropes, and Allihe Tropes (which has a wiki). 
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They ultimately end up learning more about the seminar and the reason behind 


the Rose Crest ring is revealed: everyone enters into a contract with Akio, although the 


Page 32 


reason for this is not shown at this time. This makes all the duels Utena has engaged in 
to be an utter sham! Then, in the last episode, you learn that Mikage was caught up in 
this as well, trusting his memories, when Akio manipulated him. So, Utena beat the 
manipulator...out not the manipulator who manipulated him (a.k.a. the master 
manipulator). The memorial hall vanishes, and no one can remember it existed. That 
raises the question: aren't there any records that give its name? Or were those 
somehow changed by magic? This isn't totally explained. 

In the end, | think these scenes are worth mentioning as another example of the 


portrayal of libraries within animation which are not covered elsewhere. 


NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 3, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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What time is it?...library time! 





The library of the Turtle Princess at the beginning of the Adventure Time episode, "Paper Pete." 


Following in the footsteps of my previous analyses on this book, | decided to look 
at a few episodes involving libraries in Adventure Time, an animated fantasy series that 
ended in September 2018. This is a show that has the library : | ation, 
which is probably why Claire Ruhlin c'! it as having one of the 12 best fictional 
libraries for Paste magazine. 

In the episode 3 (S2ep15), Finn and Jake want to impress Pri 

m, and Finn accepts the offer to make a speech at her science event. Jake 
suggests they go to the place where "knowledge lives": the library. This library has 
books almost stacked like bricks in a warehouse. After clearly being bored in the library, 


Jake suggests they leave, while Finn wants to continue and "cram" the information in a 


book about pigs. Hilariously, Jake is reading a book about figs. They both start 
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performing a jig and a dance, and the I[urtle Princess, who runs the library (and is 
basically serving as the sole librarian) kicks them out, before which Finn says they were 
"enthusiastic about learning" which is an utter lie. This whole scene is not even a minute 
long and we don't really see much of the library, but it doesn't look like a grand place 
like that depicted in various Revolutionary Girl Utena episodes. Even though this show 
portrays libraries as a boring place you "learn stuff," there is one similarity: the libraries 


In both animations are almost deserted. 
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some episodes later, in Paper Pete (s8ep22) they visit the library once more, 
with the whole episode focused just on the library. The episode begins with they both 
carrying a huge book to a table, which is shown at the beginning of this chapter. The 
book is a history of rainicorns, with Jake much more into the book and learning about 
his "heritage," since his girlfriend is a rainicorn, than Finn. Annoyed with Jake being 
focused on the books, he begins walking in the stacks, goes through the books by hand, 
then yells out "Oh no! Damaged books. Who did this?" The Turtle Princess, apparently 
the only librarian of this library, tells him to "shush," another librarian stereotype, while 
other beings, who are patrons, sit at desks behind her. After being shushed once again, 


he stumbled upon beings known as the "pagelings": 





They end up being the "secret guardians" of the library's books. When he tries to 


introduce them to Jake, they hide from everyone, not wanting to reveal themselves. 
They fight off a bunch of leeches (I think) called "moldos," obviously connecting to the 


fact that books can mold, | guess. He eventually throws them on Jake, where they begin 
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eating his fur, but first tries to get them off by hitting them off with a book. He gives up 
his shirt if they don't attack the library books, to which the leader of the "moldos," 
Mildwin agrees. After leaving the library at the end of the episode, where we see the 
library looks like, part of which is submerged into the ground, Jake is annoyed by the 
actions of Finn but admits he wasn't doing much with the book anyway. He had read the 
same paragraph over and over for 11 minutes, thinking he should give up in trying to 
learn rainicorn history, saying he will just fake it going forward. Not sure what lesson we 


are supposed to take away from this episode, but it's a fun adventure inside a library. 
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In later episodes, the library is mentioned, with other characters adding books to 
it (Gotcha!), it is included in a flashback Finn has in King Worm episodes, and the 
bedroom of the Turtle Princess at the top of the library is shown in Princess Monster 
Wife. Allin all, this is ultimately a very positive view of a library, although it competes 


with the public library in Steven Universe and the family library in She-Ra in the 
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Princess of Power at minimum. Oh, and, after watching some episodes, | came across 
another library, in the episode Betty (s5ep48), where the Ice King becomes human 


again, looking in his books to figure out who he is, what he needs to do. 
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NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 


Culture blog on August 4, 2020. 
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The role of libraries in the anime, "Wandering Son" 


Today I'd like to talk about Wondering Son, a 12-episode anime also known as 
Hourou Musuko. The transgender protagonist, Shuuichi Nitori, is considered one of the 
cutest girls at the school but is biologically male, feeling discomfort related to her gender 
identity. In this episode, "Romeo and Juliet," Nitori begins writing a genderbending play 
(not like the strange thing Bender did) where girls will play boys, and vice versa, with 
saori Chiba. The latter, also Known as Saorin or Chiba, tried to encourage Nitori to 
cross-dress. Anyway, in this scene, they try to first combine their two plays, Nitori's 
original and Chibas's modern adaption of William Shakespeare's Romeo and Juliet, first 
meeting in the library. Below are some screencaps from this scene (which | think is only 
1-2 minutes long at most). 


At first, it seems fine. 
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But then they are made to feel unwelcome. 
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This makes Nitori admit the library is not a good place to talk... 
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This isnt SUIGIIET CKexeye] FLEX) (x0) (EINK. 
Then, Chiba suddenly invites Nitori over to her house, to write the play, surprising 


him, promising it won't get weird. 
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Wantatoxcome to my houser 


: 





But...it ends up getting weird in the sense she gets really into taking dresses out 
of her closet for him to wear, throwing them onto her bed. He doesn't want to do that 
(although he was worn dresses in his home), but they work together, diligently, on the 
play. Later, she ends up getting jealous and hating everyone and everything in the 
world...but not in this episode! 

In the last two episodes of the series, the library returns like an apparition! This 
time it's seen as a welcoming place where Nitori writes another gender bender play, 
where the girls play boys and vice versa, beginning in episode 11, "Confession ~Each 
season~" (which was edited into a single episode with episode 10 when broadcast on 
Japanese television). Here are some screenshots from that scene in the library, which | 


think is about 1-2 minutes long: 
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It's Kinda interesting because the scene in this episode parallels the one in the 
third episode, showing the characters have improved and matured since then. Saori, 


with the black-brown pigtails, is much more relaxed here than she was in the third 
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episode, less constrained. | think that is part of the point. | like that Nitori is using the 
library as a serious place of study. There is also a brief scene in the show's last 
episode, "Forever a Wandering Son ~Wandering son's progress~", showing a library, 


but it's only for a couple seconds: 
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NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 5, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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The anime “Ice” and the library terminal 


Like yesterday's post, today I'd like to focus on /ce, an anime which is said to be 
not "good" for one reason or another. There are strong lesbian themes with the head of 
the women warriors, Julia, as having sexual intercourse with women. Additionally, 
another character, Yuki, pushes to have a relationship with the protagonist, Hitom| 
Landsknecht, after meeting her, trying to get them to kiss, with them later showing a 
fondness for each other. In the process, however, there are several scenes that show 
libraries, specifically in the second episode, "Day 2: Ruru -Rule-". Some are from the 
speech by Kisaragi, who leads a group of women who thinks that if it is the fate of 
humanity to die then let it happen, talking about the failures of men and the lies they 
have told, declaring that "like you, men once compiled lies and tainted everything in this 


world." Then we see shots of the below library and hear a keyboard clacking: 
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Rinne types on the library terminal 
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Later scenes show the characters learning about the "Ice," a genetic experiment 
that will supposedly be used by Julia to bring peace, although this backfires. In the 
below scene, Rinne, a Guardswoman with a high intellect, and a level minded person 
with long brownish blond hair, the person typing, finding out about what is happening, 
while nearby are Mint (with the green hair, on the right), Rinne (on the left), with Hitom! 
(in the black cloak) and Mirasaki (with long purple hair and a scar over her right eye) 


also are paying attention. 
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Data gathering and files are especially important to the plotline of this episode, 


which | think is also worth mentioning as well. There are a few touching moments in this 
anime and the ending of it, in the final episode, "Day 3: Morning -Answer-" almost brings 


a tear to my eye. 


NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 6, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 


Page 50 


The case of Kuttsukiboshi 


For this chapter, I'd like to focus on Kutisukiboshi, which I'll call a steamy lesbian 
love story, much more explicit than anything you'd find in American or Western media, 
with no surprise. Personally, | did not like the anime very much and had a lot of 
problems with it, but | still think a post about it is worthwhile. They spend one scene ina 


library within the school library during the summer: 
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The whole scene itself is short, only 1-2 minutes long, but it's still a great part of 
this anime. It's a nice and touching romance, despite some problematic elements like 
sexual assault which is seen as OK (it never is), which makes me cringe, to say the 


least. There's nothing else | have to say about this, | really don't. 
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NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 7, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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Caroline's indecision and the role of libraries in "Paradise Kiss" 


Continuing my last chapters about libraries in anime, let me talk about another 
anime, named Paradise Kiss, which includes various scenes in libraries. The 
protagonist, Yukari, studies in a library at her high school to ensure she passes her 
exams. This is pictured in the second episode ("Illumination"), which lasts for about two 


minutes, shows that others are as serious as her: 





Later, she meets George, the de facto head of a group of fashion students who 
call themselves "Parakiss," with others also studying in the library. He distracts her from 


her studies as she wants to be a fashion model for them instead: 
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He ends up liking the library too, as it turns out he can partially read foreign- 
language books (specifically ones related to fashion) there, so it's a nice scene. There 
are some great parts of this scene, showing others deep into studying their materials 
and the overview of the library. She is deep into her studying, so much, she forgets 


about George... 
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Then, Yukari later sees that George has left, and has a look of shock on her face: 








She solemnly walks out of the library, feeling defeated, but she looks out the 
window before leaving the building, sees George outside, sitting under a tree, and she 


has lunch with him on a tree outside the library. How nice! 
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A couple episodes later (episode 4, titled “Kiss”) there’s another mention of the 
library, Serving as a sore point between George and Yukari. Clearly, Yukari is trying to 
take more control of her life and have more independence, as she only studied because 


her parents told her that she needed to do so. Yukari lashes out at George and admits 


1U 


—-— 


the person she is really irritated with is herself: 
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“She left saying she was going to the library to study." “That's uncharacteristic of her" "Life's 
short. Maybe she's got to find her love" 





“Yukari, see those books on top of the counter over there? Would you mind taking them back to the 
library for me? [lays down to go to sleep] 
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“You've really gotten yourself worked up. You 
study at the library every Sunday, don't you? 
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Basically, she thinks if she broadens her horizons rather than just closing herself 
off, she can become a "more well-rounded and attractive person," and she makes a 
bold move in the 5th episode ("Mother"), even shocking those in Parakiss. 

In any case, the library represents something for her: not only a place of solitude, 
but a condition forced upon her. It's something she wants to push away. So that's very 
interesting to say the least, as none of these other anime have used the library as such 
a poignant part of the narrative itself. 

NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 8, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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Cheryl's sickness and the library in "Macross Frontier" 


Today I'd like to talk about the 2007 anime, Macross Frontier, part of the Macross 
franchise. In the show's 18th episode ("Fold Fame"), two characters, Michael and Klan, 
try to find out more about the symptoms of 17-year-old Sheryl and the conspiracy 


behind it. In the process, they travel to a library for more answers: 


UPR Maem ae TLC h et heel 





As you can see, there are a number of other people in the library, but none of 
these individuals seem to be librarians, only patrons. Again, | ask the question: where 
are the librarians? In any case, Michael thinks about the disease affecting Sheryl, a 


singer extraordinaire who he likes... 
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And Klan looks at the computer and pulls up old medical journals, a bit 
reminiscent of Mikage in Revolutionary Girl Utena who was looking at old newspaper 


clippings on a microfilm machine. 
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Multiple times, they are shocked by what they find, with Klan annoyed that it 


seems Michael (who seems to flirt with everyone at times), seems to like Sheryl. 
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Of course, to the viewer, these revelations are not much a surprise, as the 
character they looking into is clearly evil and heartless, only caring about her quest for 
power, with everyone else as a pawn. The one-minute library scene ends with Shery! 


coming into the library, feeling delirious, almost falling onto the floor. 





A later scene, presumably on an internal stairwell in the library, has all of them 


talking, with Sheryl asking them to promise to not tell Alto, a 17-year-old pilot, and a boy 
she likes that she is dying. He complies and Klan scolds him, to get the response from 
Michael that Sheryl likes Alto, which we already knew, only for Klan to show her feelings 
for Alto. In another episode, she confesses to Michael, but at that point, it's too late. I'm 
not going to give any more details, because that would be ruining the story. 

NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 9, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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Training the elite: the library in "Classroom of the Elite" 


This chapter will be about yet another anime, Classroom of the Elite, released in 
2017, which has political philosophical ideas at the show's core. In the show's second 
episode, "It Takes a Great Talent and Skill to Conceal One's Talent and Skill" there is a 


scene that features a library and ties into the broader storyline. It begins by showing the 


expanse of the library in this elite school: 





Followed by a focus on the study groups there... 
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And the one hosted by Horikita, along with Kiyotaka and Kushida, trying to help 
three students, Ken, Kenji, and Haruki, get their grades up so they can get more points 
as aclass. The episode summary on Wikipedia summarizes this well: 

Chabashira explains how the system works at this school. The four first-year 

classes are all ranked by merit...She also warns that with the current situation, 

anybody who fails one more exam will be expelled...everybody takes their 
studies more seriously except for the three biggest idiots of the class: Ken Sudo, 

Kenji Ike, and Haruki Yamauchi. Horikita treats Kiyotaka to an expensive lunch to 

discuss these matters, and asks his help in bringing those three idiots aboard 

her study group in the library. Kiyotaka and Kushida succeed in getting them 
to come, but they leave immediately because of Horikita's behavior, while Sudo 
lets everybody know that he wants to play pro basketball, so he has no interest in 
studies. 

One student, Sudo, refuses to be part of the study group anymore because he 


says it is not worth his time: 
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He ends up assaulting her directly when she says he needs to try harder ina 


cold and calculating manner. Eventually, all three students end up leaving: 





The scene goes on as she outlines her motivations, despite the objections by 


Kushida that she should have acted differently while Kiyotaka stays quiet: 
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At the end of this scene, about two and a half minutes long, remains adamant in 


her decision, refusing to budge: 





However, thanks to Kiyotaka's intervention, the midterm exams come and the 
class, aS a whole, performs very well with "some scoring the highest among the first 


years in the school" to quote from the Wikipedia summary. 


NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 10, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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A library atop a spire: Dr. Oldham and the Gargantia anime series 
Some time ago, in writing a fictional narrative, " 


"(and the one that followed it, " 


"), [remembered an episode of (also known as 
Suisel no Gargantia). In the fourth episode of the series, " the 
show's protagonist, Ledo, wants to learn about his whereabouts. So, as one episode 
description puts it, his new friend Amy takes him to the smartest person she knows on 
the fleet, Dr. Oldham, "who explains to him that most of mankind's old technology is 
lost, thus there is no way for the Gargantia to help him return to space" as one episode 
description puts it. But this description lacks the reality that Oldham ts a librarian and a 


medical doctor, working out of his own library atop a spire, equivalent to an ivory tower: 





Amy begins this almost 2 and half minute library scene by opening the door, 


showing the bookshelves: 
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We as the audience then meet Dr. Oldham, see a nurse (presumed to be his 


daughter), an assistant (presumed to be a son). 
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After Amy leaves, we see more of the library, with places to sit, a telescope 
facing out the window, and light by electric light. This place is a bit degraded, to say the 


least about It! 
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Dr. Oldham then asks Ledo to sit, which he does, by a stool, while Oldham has a 


shelf of books of various subjects, what | would call a reference shelf: 
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We later see Ledo with his back to the bookshelves, asking a question using his 


mecha, Chambers: 





He then begins reading a book, noting their lack of knowledge: 
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Oldham laughs after that when Ledo says the social organization of Gargantia 


doesn't make sense, perhaps the best part of this scene: 
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Ledo is surprised by this, while Oldham's presumed children watch. It's really 





great to see their reactions here: 


if 





The scene ends not long after that wnen Oldham recommends Ledo talk to 


Amy's younger brother, Bebel. | have to say this is the best library scene | have seen in 
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an animated show that shows a librarian to date. Before we move onto the next part of 


the episode, we get this great still image: 
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In fact, using this description, | had two fan fictions where libraries in Gargantia 


were a major part, the first where the protagonists visit the library and the second where 
the protagonist (after conducting an oral history) puts a warp pad in the library. So that 
was nice! 

In the first OVA episode for Gargantia on the Verdurous Planet ("Far Beyond the 
Voyage" part 1), we see another library on the ship where Dr. Oldham looks at records, 


lots of them gathered together! 
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This library appears to have data files and not books. It also appears that Bebel 


is acting as a library helper. 


Everyone was desperately maya: 


cs oe 
a a a = a - a = 





Page // 


This is all the literature our sister 
Linaria inherited from our father. 





The library featured in the original series does not reappear in these episodes. 
However, the presence of Dr. Oldham, acting as a librarian is still interesting as these 


episodes further explore his character. 


NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 10, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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These Animated Shows Defy Library Stereotypes 


When people think about librarians and libraries, they may point to films, live- 
action TV shows, or even novels. However, one area is often missed: animation. In 
Hollywood, stereotypes are plentiful, as librarians are used as “shortcuts to propel the 
plot forward,” in the words of Jennifer Snoek-Brown, author of the Reel Librarians blog. 
While this generally applies to animation as well, two recent shows buck those 


stereotypes, depicting libraries and librarians positively. 
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Akila studies in the library in the matactied"™ "Akila Says No” 





The first of these shows is Cleopatra in Space, loosely based on Mike Maihack’s 
graphic novel series and currently streaming on Peacock. The show follows teenage 
princess Cleo, who has been transported 30,000 years through time and space from 
Ancient Egypt into the Nile Galaxy. Wrestling with the newfound responsibility of being 
the “savior of the galaxy” prophesied to defeat the evil tyrant Octavian, she attends an 
Egyptian-themed futuristic high school on the planet of Mayet to hone her skills. While 


Octavian has destroyed most of the recorded knowledge available in the galaxy, Cleo’s 
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school library still contains vital information. In the show’s third episode, Cleo travels to 
the school library after hours with her mentor Khensu, and two of her friends, Akila and 
Brian. Khensu shows her to the library's Ancient Egypt section, with only a few physical 
records contained in a trunk, all accessible in holographic form. (In real life, these 
artifacts would be housed in a library's special collections.) This positive depiction is 
possibly offset by what Cleo does next: dismayed by the lack of records about her 
homeland, she thinks about her dad, floats in the air, glows pink, then sucks all the 
electricity of the school and nearby city into her body, causing a massive power outage. 
The message of this moment is that libraries need adequate resources and support to 
assist the communities they serve—otherwise there will be information deficits that put 
patrons at a disadvantage. Libraries are also mentioned throughout the series as a 
beloved hangout space for one of the main characters. Akila likes to soend her time in 
the library studying and insists “all the cool students” spend time there too in the show’s 
12th episode. In some ways, Akila reminds me a bit of myself in college: while in 
college, | extensively used the well-endowed campus library to study, research, and 


relax, even when some of my friends disliked it. 
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Bow freaks out when he finds that Adora and Glimmer have come to "save" him from the library 


Another animated show, the recently concluded Neiflix series She-Ra and the 
Princesses of Power, prominently features librarians in a few episodes. The season two 
finale focuses on two middle-aged gay Black librarians, George and Lance, and their 

in a magical forest called the Whispering Woods. This portrayal contrasts with 
the original 1980s series, She-Ra: Princess of Power, where a stereotypical elderly 
white long-haired librarian aids the protagonists. George and Lance are fathers to Bow, 
one of the show's protagonists; in the episode, Bow and his friends, Adora and 
Glimmer, work together with the librarians to translate an ancient message. Their efforts 
inadvertently release an elemental monster into the library, and in the havoc that 
ensues, Bow reluctantly reveals his true identity as an expert archer and rebellion 
fighter, a secret he has long concealed from his dads. While he expects his dads will 
rebuke him, they embrace him instead, accepting him for who he is—many viewers see 
this storyline as echoing family coming-out stories from the LGBTQ+ community. In the 
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10th episode of the show's final season, Bow and Glimmer reconnect with the two 
librarians. Both recount their discoveries: an ancient rebellion against the planet's first 
settlers and the existence of a fail-safe for the superweapon in the planet's core. This 
information becomes vitally important in the effort by the show's protagonists to stop the 
world (and universe) from being destroyed, setting the stage for the groundbreaking kiss 
in the final episode. On the whole, She-Ra and the Princesses of Power shows 
librarians as helpful, welcoming, and diverse, a refreshing antidote to more stereotypical 
media about libraries, which is all too common, even in animated series. 

While these are only two examples, there are many more which | am continually 


reviewing on my blog, Libraries in Popular Culture. 


NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 12, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This ts reprinted from my 
post on iLoveLibraries. The way the photos are formatted in the article there is a 
bit different from here, and are slightly different than the ones there, but 


otherwise, | didn't change anything about the text. Enjoy! 
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Everyone needs to study: Rin Namiki and the school library 


| was surprised by the library scenes in Kandagawa Jet Girls, which finished 
airing this past January. In this anime series, Rin Namiki aspires to be a jetter and Misa 
Aoi a shooter (who fires a water gun) in jet racing, a sport where teams comprised of 
two girls compete against each other. As the series goes on, the partnership and bond 
between them grow stronger. Anyway, in the seventh episode, "Why They Race" 
("Shissoru Riyu" in Japanese), Rin fails a test, the first time in her life. After being 
pushed forward by Misa, she studies in the library of this all-girls college in Tokyo. 


When she walks in, she is surprised to see her fellow team member: 


7 he lala 
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She sneaks up on Kiriko and whispers in her ear. Kiriko is so focused on reading 


that she doesn't see Rin behind her: 


Kiriko-chan... 
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That part is what makes this library scene one of the funniest in the anime | have 


seen so far, | have to say. Rin later apologizes, saying that she thought Kiriko looked 


cute in the library. How nice: 
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| thought you looked cute 
sitting here in the library, is all. 


They strike up a conversation, with Rin amazed by the jet racing publication she 
is reading. She is especially fascinated when she finds the description of Misa and her 
description, not knowing she was "famous" (not really). Before going on, | just have to 
say that this is one of the better library scenes | have seen so far in the animated series 


I've watched. Later in the episode, she shows Misa the article about her, proudly: 
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To be frank, if this is something you ever hear from someone, you might want to 
be wary, only because you don't know if the article is good or not. Misa smiles but tells 
Rin she needs to get down to business and study. She grumbles and continues to so. 


As such, she returns to the library again, sitting by the far table: 
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This is a library which ts getting a lot of use!...Which is good. Her friends from the 


Jet Racing Club she established at the school see her there, smile, not wanting to 


disturb her one bit: 
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She is clearly deep into her studying, even looking a bit tired from the work she 





has put in up to this point: 
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Ultimately, her hard work pays off and she passes the test with 85%! But, she 
worked herself so far that she got a sickness from all the stress: a cold. Misa helps her 
feel better as the episode goes on, she is comforted by her friends, while her and Misa, 
who are roommates in a boarding house of sorts, get closer. Again, however, librarians 
are missing from the picture. What's up with these anime featuring libraries but no 


librarians? Why? 


NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 13, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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The brief library scene in Sym-Bionic Titan 


I'd like to, in this chapter, review a scene in Sym-Bionic Titan, a short-lived show 
created and produced by Genndy Tartokovsky (who also created Samurai Jack and 
Star Wars: The Clone Wars), | stumbled across this. In the show's fourth episode, one 
of the protagonists, Lance, tries to meet Ilana in the high school library. Unfortunately, 


he is only there by himself. 
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Other than the computer monitor, you don't see anything more in this library, only 


books, another one of the common library stereotypes. In any case, this setting is 


clearly based on what you commonly see in school settings. 
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Lance walks through the stacks with the library strangely and eerily deserted for 


reasons which are not completely explained. Where are the students in this library and 
where is the librarian? No one knows, because the scene never shows any other 
students apart from the one just mentioned, and no librarians. The whole scene in the 
library is probably not even a minute long. As | noted on I witter, the setting is basically 
"set dressing" because nothing substantive that adds to the story happens there, 
compared to other series | have reviewed in the past. Additionally, the area where the 
librarian would be sitting is vacant! 

NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 14, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 


Page 91 


Jake Armstrong and researching in a library 


Today, I'd like to talk about the 2017-2018 Netflix series, Stretch Armstrong & the 
Flex Fighters today. In season 1, episode 3, titled "Ninja and the Ghost," one of the 
protagonists, Jake Armstrong goes to the library to find answers. Once again, this is 
another case of a librarian-less library, an annoying trend in animations from what | can 
tell. The library itself looks like a typical academic library, reminding me a bit of those in 
Revolutionary Girl Utena, although libraries in that series had more of a role. You do 


see someone pushing a cart with books, although they are just a shelver rather than 


someone behind a circulation desk or information desk. 





In this scene, which about half a minute, Jake looks at records, finding out that 
Dr. C used to work at the Academy for Future Leadership. He also finds out that she 
built many of the buildings in the city. He then looks at blueprints, which just happen to 


be in the library, similar to the scene in Amphibia where the blueprints to the house's 
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Original water pipes are in easy reach for the characters. A bit too convenient, if you ask 


me, but it does fit with the story. 
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And what does Jake do? He follows Dr. C, finding her office, hidden behind a 


bookshelf. He finds blueprints on her desk. This leads him on a journey across the city 


to find her and the truth behind what is happening. 





While the scene is short, it does contribute to the overall story. That makes this 


episode worth noting in the end. 


NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 15, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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Libraries in the world of the 1990s anime, "“El-Hazard" 


Today I'd like to talk about a few scenes from the 1990s anime, E/-Hazard. In the 
show's second episode ("The World of Beautiful Girls"), part of The Magnificent World 


OVA, the resident scholar of the mystical land brings out the records to find out any 


information they need to know about Makoto's powers. 





The scene involves them working together in the library to find out about his 
powers. The character helping them is not a librarian, to be clear. 
In the sixth episode of the series ("The World of Gleaming Light") we see the 


library again as Alielle is looking for her there: 
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No action is shown in the library at all. Only a short scene and then the 


characters move onto another location. The library does look pretty and full of books! 
You could say that knowledge hurts, to quote from Sprig in Amphibia which | reviewed 
earlier on one of my sister blogs. 

In the next OVA for El-Hazard titled The Magnificent World 2, Makoto is working 


at the library as a scholar. Again, no librarians are shown. 
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He later even talks to his sister about it, noting his studies in the library, showing 
the importance of the library as a place of knowledge and understanding, at least in this 
anime series. This is another positive message when it comes to libraries which should 


be applauded without question. 
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Another library pops up in the next episode of the OVA titled "The Awakening of 
Kalia." It's not much of a mention but it does become an important part of the story, like 
those mentioned earlier in this article. Likely the library is damaged, if not destroyed, 


during the fighting that commences in this episode: 
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Again, another instance of a librarian-less library. Reminds me of the fifth 
episode of Roswell Conspiracies: Aliens, Myths and Legends, "Peacemaker," where the 
protagonist, Nick Logan, fights with interstellar aliens inside a library. Of course, the 
library is deserted and the library is horribly damaged as this protagonist basically helps 
destroy it in order to get back at the aliens, defeating them once and for all. I've watched 
other episodes of that show and in none of them is there another scene in a library, 


which could have been rectified. 


NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular 
Culture blog on August 16, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally 
posted on my History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before 


being posted on this blog. 
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A curmudgeon librarian and superheroes in the library 


For this chapter, I'd like to highlight an episode of DC Super Hero Girls, the 2019 
reboot of a series in the earlier 2010s, titled "#SoulSisters Part 2" (s1ep25), that 
extensively focus on libraries. This goes far beyond another scene in the same show, 
shown in chapter 24. This is clearly a different library, as this is a city library, and the 
one in the episode was the high school library.2 We begin by seeing the grand library, 


almost looking like a temple, looming over the landscape, possibly modeled after the 


main branch of the New York Public Library in New York City. 

















Below is what that main branch at New York City's fifth avenue, the 


schwartzmann Building, looks like, with some similarities. This building has a 


3 It also goes far beyond "Frenemies" where Batgirl/Barbara Gordon says, as an excuse, "O have a library 
book |... need to write for the library. So people can read it. Because you gotta have books for the library. 
Otherwise, it's just a big empty building, | guess," which is a bit funny but not true! Other episodes feature 
a library card, while, the short Taco Tuesday "features the library, where Karen is asked by the librarian to 
keep quiet when her stomach is growling" while in another short, Kara spends detention "reshelving 
books in the library while trying to finish in time to get to a concert" while the library is also mentioned in 
another episode. 
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remarkable facade which has also been mimicked in Futurama with the New New York 
Public Library shown in a few episodes (especially in the episode "The Day the Earth 
Stood Stupid") some of which have been This is not to be confused with the hilariously 


named "pubic library." Of course, there are many differences here, but part of it, like the 


lions, may have been modeled on the NYPL branch. 
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This picture is from the NYPL website back in August 2015. 


Anyway, on with the episode. We first see the wide expanse of the library. 
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Then, Diana Prince (Wonder Woman) looks for a book on spells... 
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As the fandom page on Katana notes, Diana reads this book, finding out 
information about the Soul Taker, a sword "forged in the 14th century by "the legendary 
swordsman Urasawa Sengo" and "rumored to steal the souls of its enemies," those 
which can "only be freed if the wielder says a certain Japanese incantation." That 
becomes key later in the episode. Anyway, there is a hilarious scene where Diana's 
phone rings and she can't turn it off, annoying everyone. | had a similar experience once 


when | didn't Know how cell phones worked, so | can completely sympathize. 
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lt attracts the attention of the librarian, an older White lady who fits all the 


stereotypes, which are commonly associated with them. These stereotypes are not 
unique to this show, as librarians portrayed in Steven Universe, She-Ra: Princess of 


Power, and Futurama are shown similarly: as people with glasses and occasionally old 
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(as is the case in She-Ra: Princess of Power). Even the character in Gargantia, one of 
the more positive portrayals of libraries, has the appearance of an elderly White man, 
while the two gay male librarians, George and Lance, in She-Ra and the Princesses of 


Power, are the only non-white (and Black) librarians in animation | can think of offhand, 


although there may be others. 





Moving back to the episode, we then get the strict rule on the wall, declaring "no 


cell phones!" which seems a bit absurd, as it is vague on what it means. 
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Katana jokes with Diana until she figures out that she is the villain who stole the 





souls of her friends, leading to a fight in the library itself. 


Par 





Again, the librarian is annoyed, but for a different reason this time. Some 


liorarians have taken this attitude and embraced it, with an ongoing blog called "The 





Curmudgeonly Librarian" published by a librarian in their late 60s or a "Library 
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Curmudgeon" written by a Canadian librarian. Others have said that library pioneers like 
Frederick Beecher Perkins, a member of a prominent religious family in the U.S. in the 
19th century, was a curmudgeon. Some joked that their work in a library had turned 
them into a curmudgeon. While librarians are often shown as unpleasant and 
bespectacled in popular culture, interrupting protagonists and shushing them, as Kevin 


McElvaney points out, being a "librarian is no career for the lazy curmudgeon" because 





it takes years of "advanced study even to be considered for a position." 





It's because they are breaking a rule hilariously called "no loud fighting." 


Page 107 





When Diana asks about this, the librarian has her only substantive line in the 
episode: "It's Metropolis, it's the best we can hope for." Diana and Katana apologize for 
their behavior, but their fighting doesn't stop. Diana even catches Katana's hand ina 
book, and they continue girly fighting. Of course, this sound catches the attention of the 


librarian, again. As the audience, we see the expanse of the library as a whole... 
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Until their fighting causes the stacks of the library to collapse, falling like 
dominoes, with expressions of shock on their faces afterward. The librarian, cast as a 
curmudgeon, kicks out Diana and Katana for property destruction, a reason more 
justified than Turtle Princess asking Finn and Jake to leave the library in one of the 
Adventure Time episodes. The librarian might be portrayed badly in this episode, almost 


equivalent to "the original librarian stereotype...of the fussy (white) male curmudgeon" 


except it's a White woman,* but what she does is completely justified! 





The fact that Katana and Diana apologize for their action afterward doesn't make 


up for what they did. It's good they have to deal with the consequences of their actions 


* The same article talks about librarian stereotypes more, saying, "there are numerous librarian 
stereotypes, with the most recognizable being the middle-aged, bun-wearing, comfortably shod, 
shushing librarian. Others include the sexy librarian, the superhero librarian, and the hipster or tattooed 
librarian. These stereotypes are all characterized predominantly as feminine, white women. Newer 
librarian stereotypes, particularly those proffered by librarians themselves, tend to be depicted as younger 
white women. The original librarian stereotype, which was superseded by the introduction of his prudish 
sister, was that of the fussy (white) male curmudgeon." 


Page 109 


and being banned from the library, presumably. Their fight then continues outside the 
library and onto the streets of the city. 
Toward the end of the episode, we see the librarian, at night, pushing a cart of 


books. It makes me think of books being moved around on hover carts in Cleopatra of 


Space, although there are probably other examples. 





While this episode doesn't counter stereotypes of librarians,° it was fun and | 
thoroughly enjoyed this episode. That's all. 

NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular Culture 
blog on August 17, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally posted on my 


History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before being posted on this blog. 


> As one example, most of the librarians listed on Early Bird Books either are wearing glasses and are 
curmudgeons (Evelyn O'Connell in The Mummy, Margaret Gesner in Monsters University, Barbara 
Gordon in Batman), are snoity elitists (Belle in Beauty and the Beast), seeming cops (The Library Cop in 
Seinfeld), drinkers (Tammy 2 in Parks and Rec), are ghosts (Ghost Librarian in Ghostbusters), or buff 
(Conan the Librarian in UHF) apart from Taystee in Orange is the New Black. Parks and Rec features one 
character, Marlene Knope (played by Pamela Reed) who hates libraries because of interpersonal issues, 
declaring "the library is the worst group of people ever assembled in history. They're mean, conniving, 
rude, and extremely well-read, which makes them dangerous." 
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Sorcerous Stabber Orphen and the case of a beautiful library 


Today, I'd like to talk about Sorcerous Stabber Orphen, another anime. In the 
show's ninth episode ("Ghost from the Past") there is, once again, a librarian-less 


library, although this one is clearly well-used. First, we see the wide expanse of this 


beautiful library: 





Then, there is a conversation between two characters, Leticia "Tish" MacCredy and 


Forte, in the library. He confesses his feelings toward her, which makes her very uncomfortable, 


which is completely understandable. 
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She again rebuffs him, annoyed he still has an interest in her. Like any woman, 


she has every right to reject his advances. In any case, | liked how this scene is laid out, 


with the books in the background. It is done well, artistically: 
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Later, we see Tish and Orphen. Interesting that Tish has a huge library in her 


room or an office of some type. | thought that was the best part of the episode: 
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NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular Culture 


blog on August 18, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally posted on my 


History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before being posted on this blog. 
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Genderbending in "Bravest Warriors" and the library 


Today's post will be one of my shortest. So, in one episode of Bravest Warriors, 
"Merewit Tag," Plum, a "bravest warrior, transforms into Chris and declares that learning 
is not just for women (which is completely correct). In the process, she goes toa 


community library in this new form, with her appearance shocking the patrons, one of 


who is drinking milk, | guess? At least the library seems to be relatively organized. 





Other than that, we don't see anything more of the library, although this place is 
pretty cool, as you can have food and drink in there (which is generally prohibited by 
library rules, unsurprisingly), and the design is awesome. Unfortunately, no other 
episodes I've seen, as of yet, feature libraries. 

NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular Culture 


blog on August 19, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally posted on my 


History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before being posted on this blog. 


Page 115 


DC Super Hero Girls and Green Lantern's fight in the library 


Today I'd like to talk about another episode of DC Super Hero Girls, with an 
episode, "#MeetI heCheetah," which has a scene in a library. So, this group of teenage 
girls (Diana Prince/Wonder Woman, Babs Gordon/Batgirl, Jessica Cruz/Green Lantern, 
Zee Zatara/Zatanna, Karen Beecher/Bumblebee, Kara Danvers/Supergirl) have 
Superpowers and form a group called the "Super Hero Girls." One of them, Green 
Lantern, chases the villain, who has transformed into a cheetah, through a spooky 
library. The first image the audience sees of the library is a place with typical signs 


("Read," "Sign Up for the Book Club," and "Book Return") but also "shh!" and "quiet" 


signs, exhibiting more stereotypes: 





The next time we see the library, Green Lantern is about to enter: 
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she makes a candle with her powers to see through the dimly lit library, walking 


down the stacks, scared the cheetah will attack her: 





She even illuminates one of the stacks but sees nothing, turning her candle into a 


flashlight, walking down the stacks, still afraid. 
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| love how scenes like this one are framed. It's done very well: 





Don't forget the importance of learning... 
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Of course, right after this, she is attacked by the cheetah, ending the scene in the 


library, not even a minute long, but not before we see a bit more of the library. 
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There is a library shown in the episode titled "#Crushinglt" but the scene is only 5 


or 10 seconds long, so I'm not even going to include the picture here. 


NOTE: This chapter was published as a post on the Libraries in Popular Culture 
blog on August 20, 2020. ADDITIONAL NOTE: This chapter was originally posted on my 


History Hermann blog but has been re-edited and fixed before being posted on this blog. 
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